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VS.



WBAI, 99.5 FM - www.wbai.org
1. What happens when there is an environmental catastrophe?
2. Where are the discussions on the city, state & national level about 

Hydrofracking in New York?
3. What language do gas companies use to sell the idea of drilling for 

natural gas and how are those ideas incorporated by media activists?
4. Are gas companies over-estimating the amount of natural gas in the 

Marcellus Shale to investors? Who gets the gas once it is released?
5. Who are the activists and what role are they playing to bring 

awareness to the forefront?
6. Where is the discussion on energy policy and why isn't solar energy 

part of it?
7. The metaphysics of land and minerals and the rights of nature.



Source: www.newseek.com/id/154394





WHY IS HYRAULIC FRACING 
A CONTINUING PROBLEM?

Exploration in new geographic areas 
Severed Minerals Estates 
Highly Technical Process
Misinformation from Press
Incomplete water well testing
Lack of Information from Oil and Gas 
Companies
Trade Secrets from Service Companies



INSIDE THE DC BELTWAY 

Legislatively 

The “FracAct” is 
Dead 

Administratively

DOE, EPA and 
BLM are very 

active



DOE Activities 



EPA 

Regulate HF under the UIC Program
Issue Guidance for wells using Diesel
Permit by State or EPA Regional Office 





Joint Leadership 
Initiative of the 

GWPC and IOGCC
National Oil and Gas Data Portal:  National Oil and Gas Data Portal:  
Collaboration and Leadership Among Collaboration and Leadership Among 
StatesStates

sdb1
sdb2



Slide 11

sdb1 sbelieu, 9/24/2010

sdb2 sbelieu, 9/24/2010



Step One
Chemical Registry Tool

Simple tool that will allow Operators to  
voluntarily submit information regarding 
HF

Present this chemical data to the public to aid with 
understanding and transparency 
Educate users on what is being shown and allow for 
user comments
Provide means to upload activities@well level for 
viewing
Provide means to search  





FracFocus Statistics

Participating companies = 46
Reporting companies = 34
Wells reported = 1732
Site visits = 43,592
Unique visitors = 32,146
Countries = 103



Find Chemical Record



Operator Login



Search Results





Educate Users 















Shale Gas BasinsShale Gas Basins with with RBDMS RBDMS 
StatesStates



Why RBDMS WorksWhy RBDMS Works

Installed in 23 oil and gas state agencies
The only existing data management system that is 
state based yet meets national goals and objectives
Managed by state steering committee
Support by a state technical committee
Outreach activities to industry
Continually improving by seek input from industry 
and public to facilitate permitting and reporting
Funded by US DOE, and States



RBDMS for Water

Source water quality and quantity tracking and laboratory 
information management for mining activity oversight.







eReport

Now in use in NE, UT, PA, NY, MT, ND, AK, 
AR, and is being installed in MS.



Oil and Gas Data PortalOil and Gas Data Portal

Well Locations and Status
Wellbore Diagram
Details of Construction
Stimulation and Completion Reports
Hydraulic Fracturing Fluids and Operations Data 
National Chemical Data Registry
Water Quality/Quantity Information
Source Water Protection Areas
Oil and Gas Basins, Hydrograph, and Geographic Data 

Nationwide and Pilot Data Sets Based on Existing 
and Evolving Data Management Capabilities  



Participating Companies with Upload Counts



Questions Submitted to FracFocus
Question: does the water ever come back after 
being pumped into the ground?

Answer: The amount of fluids that return to the 
surface through the well casing after hydraulic 
fracturing varies substantially depending upon the 
several factors including the depth of emplacement, 
the formation characteristics and the bottom hole 
pressure.  In general, however, you can expect a 
range of as little as 13% to as much as 70% or 
more of the fluids to be returned.  



Questions Submitted to FracFocus
Question: Isn't it typical for fracturing fluid flowback
to come all the way to the surface, or at least to the 
level of groundwater?

Answer:   Yes, flowback typically returns to the 
surface through the inside of the well casing where 
it is isolated from groundwater zones.  It is then 
gathered and typically transported to disposal wells 
or treated and re-cycled in new fracture jobs.



Questions Submitted to FracFocus
Question: Can I search for wells only based on 
state and county? In other words, do I need well 
name, number, etc.

Answer:   If you select a state and hit the search 
button it will return a list of all wells in the state that 
are in the system.  If you select the state and county 
it will narrow the search down to the county level 
and so on.



Questions

mpaque@gwpc.org
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