
Energy In Depth: 

The Energy You Need.

The Facts You Demand.

Credibility You Can Count On.



Who We Are, What We Do

• Coalition comprised of all segments of upstream industry – indies, 
integrated, oilfield service companies, related vendors

• Website created as a delivery mechanism for ProjectBRIEF, a 
research initiative comprised of :
o studies on the history and progress of effective state energy regulation 
o outline for the proper role of the federal government in regulating development
o statistics on the economic consequences associated with changes to existing 

regulatory frameworks

• Designed to educate and advocate for those issues, provide credible, 
technical resource to press as they confront these issues for first time



Why?

• Shale has changed the game

• Same old foes, brand new landscape

• Easy target

• Production activity in new regions and communities



What Makes EID Different?

• Threat was anticipated; response was coordinated 
and proactive 

• HF issue was framed by industry before the 
opposition framed it for us.

• Crisis and “whack-a-mole” posture avoided



Step-by-step 

1. Anticipate the threat before it hits
2. Identify and attract credible partners and supporters dedicated to the cause
3. Extensive research and identification of the competition
4. Arm spokespeople and stakeholders with necessary materials (i.e. talking points, fact 

sheets, presentations, contact lists, etc.)
5. Target key audiences

• Lawmakers/regulators
• Industry
• Media
• Coalition partners

6. Continual monitoring of the issue and rapid response
7. Anticipate the next line of attack



EnergyInDepth.org
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Comprehensive Library



Compelling Collateral



Compelling Collateral



Virtual Well Tour

• 3D rig animation 
allows visitors to 
learn about each 
step in the fracing 
process

• Accompanying 
video explains 
step-by-step how 
energy is extracted 
from a fraced well



Grassroots/Grasstops Advocacy 

http://www.energyindepth.org/rig/index.html


Rapid Response



Defining the Issue

OIL AND GAS: States, energy industry mobilize to 
support fracturing 

Eyrn Gable, Colorado correspondent
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A recent set of studies commissioned by the Energy In Depth 
coalition found that proposed changes to federal regulations, including 
those related to hydraulic fracturing, could result in major disruptions 
to industry....Chris Tucker, a spokesman for Energy In Depth, noted 
that the Safe Drinking Water Act prohibits underground injection 
without authorization by permit or rule. Since U.S. EPA currently has 
no regulation or mechanisms in place that would allow for such an 
authorization, Tucker warns that removing the exemption could 
shutdown hydraulic fracturing nationwide.” 
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http://eenews.net/eed/


For Immediate Release
Thursday, May 7, 2009
Jeff Eshelman • 202-857-4774 • Jeff@energyindepth.org 
Chris Tucker  • 202-346-8825  • Chris@energyindepth.org

New Study: EPA Regulation of Hydraulic Fracturing Could 
Cost Thousands of Area Jobs, Billions in Lost Revenue 
Energy producers launch major new campaign (EnergyInDepth.org) to educate 

Americans on who, what, where and why of essential deep-gas production technology 

WASHINGTON, DC – A coalition of America’s oil and natural gas producers today 
released the findings of a major new research initiative, which, among other things, 
concludes that enacting new federal restrictions on hydraulic fracturing and other 
energy activities currently regulated by states could have disastrous local economic 
consequences and increase our dependence on foreign sources of oil. 
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Ritter told a meeting of the Colorado Oil & Gas Association that 
more study of the controversial practice of hydraulic fracturing is 
needed before the feds remove an exemption under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act granted in 2005. … The industry group Energy 
In Depth sent out an audio clip of Ritter’s statements, which fly in 
the face of DeGette’s bill. 
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Separating Fiction from Invention in ProPublica’s Latest Anti- 
HF Attack Piece

Earlier this week, ProPublica author Abrahm Lustgarten released the latest in 
his series of advocacy pieces attacking the commonly used energy technology 
known as hydraulic fracturing. Instead of simply running on the ProPublica blog 
and website, however, the article was co-published with Politico and appeared 
in the paper’s news section (a letter to the editor from Energy In Depth policy 
director Lee Fuller will appear in the paper this Tuesday).

New & Traditional 
Outreach

http://coloradoindependent.com/


Driving the Debate

“The industry and allied groups are fighting the effort. They say it would slow access to what the 
new report demonstrates is an abundant domestic energy source.

"Hydraulic fracturing is the Rosetta Stone of natural gas development. With it, otherwordly amounts of 
shale and tight-pocket gas can be found, produced and delivered to Americans who need it. Without it, those 
resources remain trapped underground," said Chris Tucker, a spokesman for Energy In Depth, an 
industry-backed group that recently launched an effort to fight the legislation.”

“Production using hydraulic fracturing would almost come to a stop as the industry 
waits for the EPA to develop a system to handle millions of well permits, said 
Chris Tucker, a spokesman for Energy In Depth, a Washington-based energy 
coalition. 
“It’s over until the EPA puts the process in place to even accept a permit, let alone 
issue one,” Tucker said. “The EPA doesn’t just issue permits on napkins and send 
them to you overnight. There’s a process.”

“We have a 60-year track record on our side,” said Chris Tucker, spokesman for 
Energy in Depth, a Washington, D.C.-based industry lobbying group comprised 
of dozens of organizations, including the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers, 
the Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners Association and the 
Independent Petroleum Association of America.



Just In Time

Colo., NY reps want federal regulation of gas 'fracking'
By JUDITH KOHLER

The Associated Press 
Thursday, June 4, 2009; 11:32 PM 

The industry reads the same signals. Trade groups representing independent oil and gas producers 
formed a coalition, Energy in Depth, to respond to calls for more regulation. They've lined up 
support from lawmakers in energy-producing states. Legislators in Wyoming, a major gas producer, 
passed a resolution this year asking Congress to maintain the exemption for fracking. 

"We looked at the landscape and saw a lot of potential changes on the horizon," 
Energy in Depth spokesman Chris Tucker said. 

Nine out of 10 wells drilled nationwide are fracked, Tucker said. The industry believes fracking is 
crucial to producing gas from the tight sands of the Rockies as well as gas shale reserves such as 
the Marcellus Shale that underlies much of New York state, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 
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Result: DeGette Bill DOA

“Gov. Bill Ritter this week urged U.S. Rep. 
Diana DeGette, D-Denver, to take her foot off 
the accelerator on regulatory efforts, 
suggesting further study first.”

“Boren said the evidence from using the 
technique thousands of times for half a century 
doesn’t indicate a problem with drinking water. 
Legislation has been introduced in Congress to 
require companies to disclose the chemicals 
used in the process and allow the EPA to ensure 
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. 
This is a solution in search of a problem.”



Accomplishments

• Over 100 individual media hits in 120 days since 
launch 

• Energy In Depth quoted/referenced in 24 of 50 
states 

• 120 local, state and national radio interviews with 
EID experts, in 6 states 

• More than 500 individual Energy In Depth mentions

• 45 op-eds or letters to the editor published

• EID cited in 4 out of the top 5 U.S. newspapers (by 
circulation); and in 10 of the top 15 
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Analytics
• Over 20,000 unique visits since launch
• Over 1,000 subscribers
• All 50 states
• 77 countries/territories 

Most Visited Site Features 

(after home page)

1) News

2) Get Involved

3) Frac In Depth

Most Visited Site Features 

(after home page)

1) News

2) Get Involved

3) Frac In Depth

Write-A-Rep feature has produced more 
than 1,000 letters sent to more than 100 
different members of Congress in just the 
past month

“This is the first time that such a detailed coordinated effort has ever been 
embarked on by the industry.  It is such a tremendous undertaking, essential to 
our future success.”

Jack Gerard, President & CEO, API



SEO



SEO



SEO



Threats Continue

• Produced water restrictions                                     
• Water disposal (injection vs. treatment)           
• TRI                                                             
• RCRA                                                   
• Clean Air Act     
• CERCLA (Superfund)      
• ELGs
• Clean Water Act



Wyoming EPA TIC Testing

PRESS RELEASE

EPA Confirms Drinking Water Contamination by Toxics Used in 
Hydraulic Fracturing 

Joint Press Release: EARTHWORKS * Powder River Basin 
Resource Council

EPA will investigate nearby oil and gas development to determine 
contamination source

Pavillion, WY citizens call for fracking moratorium

U.S. finds water polluted near gas-drilling sites

Chemicals found in Wyoming water near gas 
wells

http://earthworksaction.org/home.cfm
http://www.theenergydaily.com/
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.ogj.com/index.html
http://coloradoindependent.com/
http://www.gjsentinel.com/


New Challenges
Tuesday, August 18, 2009
Contact: Jeff Eshelman • 202-857-4774 • jeff@energyindepth.org

Chris Tucker • 202-346-8825 • chris@energyindepth.org

Mind the O-GAP: Fact-Checking OGAP’s Assertion of 
HF-Related Contamination in Wyo. Drinking Water 
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Mind the O-GAP: Fact-Checking OGAP’s Assertion of 
HF-Related Contamination in Wyo. Drinking Water 

"You're familiar with the Jed Clampett well -- where you have a shotgun shell and the oil pops right 
out; they’re all gone,” said Chris Tucker, spokesman for Energy in Depth, an industry coalition 
formed to fight off federal regulation of fracking. "Now we produce much further down and use 
technology that is much more advanced." 

“However, the oil and gas industry dismisses the allegations as overblown and an attempt to 
derail the responsible development of oil and gas resources. Chris Tucker, of the industry 
group Energy in Depth, commented, ‘What we’re seeing is a classic ends-justify-the-means 
approach to halting sensible energy exploration. Did EPA say that drinking water was 
contaminated? No. Did it say that fracturing technology was to blame for any contamination? No. 
Did it say that energy development in the area contributed in any way to the outcome of its first 
round of tests? No. But those claims are just the means. As long as the end – no energy, no jobs 
– is achieved, the method can apparently be forgiven.’” 
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contaminated? No. Did it say that fracturing technology was to blame for any contamination? No. 
Did it say that energy development in the area contributed in any way to the outcome of its first 
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mailto:jeff@energyindepth.org
mailto:chris@energyindepth.org
http://www.durangotelegraph.com/index.php


New, Additional Tools Necessary

• New videos. EID generated video content as opposed to 
generic, pre-made materials; seek to explore the “human 
element” of energy exploration through interviews with 
experts and citizens alike and use content to educate and 
respond to attacks

• Online story-telling component. a series of rotating 
images with corresponding text that tells the EID story  in a 
dynamic way; already a mainstay for news sites such as 
CNN, MSNBC and Breitbart 

• Shale In Depth. an entire new section of the site devoted 
just to America’s shale plays; in response to the release 
earlier this summer of the Potential Gas Committee’s 
groundbreaking report on the resource potential of 
American shale gas



New, Additional Tools Necessary

• Paid media – TV, radio, online. A follow-up to the online ad 
purchases at the site’s launch; will serve as a supplement 
to continued earned media and improvements to our online 
apparatus

• Gadgets, gizmos. Possible iPhone application that’s easily 
accessed and utilized from portable electronic devices; 
help to remedy how a number of the site’s pages run very 
slowly (or not at all) on conventional hand-held devices

• State-by-state microsites. a series of state-specific sites 
that bring together the key studies, collaterals, and social 
networking tools that individual operators in individual 
states can use to secure information relevant to their 
unique plays



New, Additional Tools Necessary
• Virtual frack job. “virtual frack job” game that challenges visitors 

to access and extract tight-pockets of natural gas from shale with 
the use of hydraulic fracturing, and then – without it; help to 
transmit to users key points of education related to the technology

• State-by-state calendars/action alerts. online national calendar 
of events and contacts, followed up with the deployment of Action 
Alerts designed to help our members in the states; the site will 
serve as a platform to initiate and organize these events, and 
promote the exchange of information and best practices among 
those who will participate in them

• On the ground, grassroots organizing. expansion of EID’s 
portfolio as it relates to on-the-ground, grassroots organizing in 
individual states creation of new opportunities for grassroots 
education and engagement– from organizing letter-writing 
campaigns, to handling the logistics and securing speakers and 
presenters for local rallies focusing on the issues at hand. 



Contact:
Lee Fuller Jeff Eshelman

lfuller@ipaa.org jeshelman@ipaa.org

202-857-4722

mailto:lfuller@ipaa.org
mailto:jeshelman@ipaa.org
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