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EXECUTIVE BIOGR APHY:  CHAIRMAN
Governor Mary Fallin
State of Oklahoma

In 2010, Mary Copeland Fallin was elected the first woman governor 
of Oklahoma.

She was reelected in 2014 to her second term by a 15-point margin, 
carrying 71 out of 77 Oklahoma counties.

Since Fallin took office in 2011, Oklahoma has consistently ranked among the top states for job 
creation in the nation.
Prior to serving as governor, Fallin represented the people of Oklahoma in a number of state and 
federal positions. She served two terms as a state representative before becoming Oklahoma’s first 
Republican and first woman lieutenant governor in 1995. After serving as lieutenant governor for 
12 years, Fallin served two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives from 2007 to 2011. 

Governor Fallin has signed bills to modernize and streamline government operations, responsibly 
cut the income tax, increase compensation for public employees, and address the state’s fiscally un-
stable pension system. The governor has also signed into law historic lawsuit reform and a complete 
overhaul of the state’s workers’ compensation system.

At the governor’s direction, the state has increased funding for K-12 education by over $154 mil-
lion, putting more money into the classroom and helping to boost student performance.

As the former chairman of the National Governors Association, Governor Fallin lead a nation-wide 
initiative --”America Works: Education and Training for Tomorrow’s Jobs” -- seeking to  better 
align education with twenty-first century workforce needs.

The governor is a graduate of Oklahoma State University. She is married to Wade Christensen, 
Oklahoma’s first “First Gentleman.” The couple has six children between them.
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EXECUTIVE BIOGRAPHY: VICE CHAIRMAN
David Porter

Chairman, Railroad Commission of Texas

David J. Porter is a principle-driven, conservative leader on the Texas 
Railroad Commission.  He was elected statewide to serve a six-year term 
as Railroad Commissioner in November 2010.

Since taking office, Commissioner Porter has been appointed to the In-
terstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission as the Official Representative 
of Texas.  He has also been appointed as the official representative on the 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission and currently serves as an ad-
visory board member for the Texas Journal of Oil, Gas, and Energy Law.  

Upon taking office in 2011, Porter created the Eagle Ford Shale Task Force, the first of its kind at the Texas 
Railroad Commission, to establish a forum that will bring the community together and foster a dialogue 
regarding drilling activities in the Eagle Ford Shale.  The Task Force is comprised of local community leaders, 
elected officials, industry representatives, environmental groups, and landowners.  The goal of the group is to 
open the lines of communication between all parties involved, establish recommendations for developing the 
Eagle Ford Shale, and promote economic benefits locally and statewide.  

In 2013, Porter launched his Natural Gas Vehicle Initiative: a series of statewide events aimed to increase the 
demand for natural gas vehicles and refueling stations, as well as natural gas use in drilling operations, and in 
doing so, increase the demand for natural gas in Texas.

In recognition of his foresight and leadership, Porter was named “Man of the Year” by The Oil & Gas Year, Ea-
gle Ford, Texas 2013. He has also been recognized by Shale Oil & Gas Business Magazine and Unconvention-
al Oil & Gas Magazine for his proactive efforts to implement policies that allow industry to safely, efficiently, 
and economically produce the energy that is needed to support Texans and the Texas economy.

Before taking office, Porter built a successful small business around his CPA practice in Midland, Texas, pro-
viding accounting and tax services to oil and gas producers, royalty owners, oil field service companies, and 
other small businesses and individuals. 

Porter was born in Fort Lewis, Washington in 1956 while his father was serving in the US Army.  He graduat-
ed magna cum laude from Harding University in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree in accounting, and passed the 
CPA exam later that year.  He became a Texas CPA in 1981, the same year he moved to Midland. 

David met his wife, Cheryl, while attending Harding University, and they were married in 1979.  They are the 
proud parents of one daughter and grandparents of two grandchildren. 
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EXECUTIVE BIOGRAPHY: SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN
Michael Teague

Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment

Michael Teague is serving as Oklahoma’s first secretary of Energy and 
Environment.
Prior to his appointment, Teague served in the U.S. Army for nearly 30 
years before retiring with the rank of Colonel.

Teague served in many capacities during his time in the Army includ-
ing commander for the Tulsa District of the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers where he was responsible for a civil works program encompassing all of Oklahoma, a large 
portion of southern Kansas and the panhandle of northern Texas. He oversaw over 700 employees in 
engineering, construction and operations, as well as an annual budget of $700 million.
.
Throughout his career, Teague has dealt with power generation and distribution, water desalinization, 
and environmental impact studies. He has facilitated and negotiated numerous solutions regarding 
federal and state agencies, tribes, and local stakeholders and has acted as a liaison between the Tulsa 
District and the United States Congress.

Teague also served in operational assignments in Germany, Honduras, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and nu-
merous stateside duty stations. He deployed several times to the Middle East and central Asia in-
cluding commanding the 52nd Engineer Battalion in Mosul, Iraq in support of the 101st Airborne 
Division as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003.

Teague received a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Norwich University.  He also received 
master’s degrees in operations analysis from the Naval Postgraduate School and in national security 
and strategic studies from the Naval War College.
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EXECUTIVE BIOGRAPHY: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Carl Michael Smith

IOGCC Executive Director

Since 2008, Carl Michael Smith has served as the Executive Director 
of the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission and continuing 
its mission to assist its 38 member states and 10 international affiliates 
in efficiently maximizing oil and natural gas resources through sound 
regulatory practices while protecting our nation’s health, safety and the 
environment.

From 2002 to 2004 Carl Michael Smith served as assistant secretary of 
fossil energy for the U.S. Department of Energy. Mr. Smith served as the 
primary policy advisor to Secretary Spencer Abraham on federal coal, 
petroleum, and natural gas programs, including extensive research and 

development efforts. His responsibilities included overseeing an organization of nearly 1,000 scientists, engineers, 
technicians and administrative staff in two national laboratories, four field offices and at DOE’s headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. He was responsible for several high-priority presidential initiatives, including the implemen-
tation of the Bush Administration’s $2 billion development of a new generation of environmentally sound clean 
coal technologies and the $1 billion FutureGen project. Duties also included managing the nation’s Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve and the Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve, both key emergency response tools available to 
the president to protect Americans from energy supply disruptions. 

Mr. Smith’s international experience includes service with the secretary general, Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy, People’s Republic of China as a co-chair of the US-China Oil and Gas Forum and as chairman of the policy 
group, Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum (CSLF). CSLF is a Bush Administration initiative with a 21 
country membership seeking technical solutions to the capture and storage of carbon dioxide from energy gener-
ating facilities. Additionally, he led U.S. bilateral fossil energy protocols in Australia, India, Norway and Russia. 

From 1995 to 2002, Mr. Smith served as Oklahoma’s secretary of energy in the cabinet of former Gov. Frank 
Keating. He was responsible for fossil energy policy and oversight of seven major state energy agencies and com-
missions. He served as the governor’s official representative to the IOGCC, the Southern States Energy Board, the 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission and the Governors’ Ethanol Coalition. He served IOGCC as its vice 
chairman in 1999. 

Mr. Smith served as president of the Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association in 1994 and operated an 
independent oil and gas exploration company based in Oklahoma City. He practiced energy law and earned 
Bachelor of Arts and law degrees from the University of Oklahoma.


