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EXECUTIVE BIOGR APHY:  CHAIRMAN
Gov. Robert Bentley, State of Alabama

Governor Robert Bentley is committed to creating jobs for the people of Alabama. 
In 2010, he was elected the 53rd Governor of the State of Alabama on his promise to 
put Alabamians back to work. Governor Bentley promised the people of Alabama he 
would not accept a salary until the State reached full employment (5.2% unemploy-
ment). To date, Governor Bentley has never accepted a salary as Governor. Although, 
he is getting closer to receiving a paycheck. Alabama currently has the lowest unem-
ployment rate of any state in the Southeast region. 

On April 27, 2011 more than 250 Alabamians were killed as 62 powerful tornadoes 
destroyed two-thirds of the state. Governor Bentley was praised for his great leader-
ship, strength and stability in the aftermath of the storms. He established the Gover-
nor’s Emergency Relief Fund to fund unmet needs of individuals and his administra-
tion is engaged in the greatest reconstruction effort in the state since the Civil War.

During his time in office, Governor Bentley has led legislative efforts to increase 
incentives for new businesses and industries, to protect consumers by controlling 
the rising cost of homeowners insurance in the state, to reform the state’s pension 
system, and to streamline government services and reduce spending. Governor Bent-
ley is committed to saving taxpayers one billion dollars over the next four years by 
right-sizing Alabama’s government. 

Prior to becoming Governor, Dr. Bentley served two terms in the Alabama House of 
Representatives. He represented House District 63 in Tuscaloosa. He was born and 
raised in Shelby County and graduated from The University of Alabama School of 
Medicine. He was commissioned Captain in the United States Air Force. Upon com-
pletion of his military service, he completed his residency in Dermatology at UAB.

Dr. Bentley moved to Tuscaloosa in 1974 and established his own dermatology prac-
tice. Under his leadership, Alabama Dermatology Associates grew to become one of 
the largest dermatology practices in the Southeast.

Governor Bentley currently chairs the Appalachian Regional Commission and co-
chairs the Governor’s Task Force on Prescription Drug Abuse through the National 
Governor’s Association. He is also a member of NGA’s Economic Development and 
Commerce Commission. .

Governor Bentley and his wife of 47 years, Dianne, have four sons and six grand-
daughters.
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EXECUTIVE BIOGR APHY:  VICE CHAIRMAN
John R. Baza. P.E. - Director, State of Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

Mr. John R. Baza is currently the Director of the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Min-
ing, having been appointed to that position on May 6, 2005.  He is a petroleum engi-
neer by education and work experience, holding both Master of Science and Bachelor 
of Science degrees in petroleum engineering from Stanford University.  Mr. Baza’s 
career spans over 33 years working with the energy and mineral extractive industries, 
and his experience includes engineering positions with several major and independent 
petroleum companies including Phillips Petroleum Co., Amoco Production Co., and 
Flying J Oil and Gas Inc.  He has been involved in petroleum exploration and devel-
opment in Wyoming, North Dakota and Utah, and he has also worked on geother-
mal power projects in Utah, Nevada, and California.

Mr. Baza has accumulated over 21 years of state government service at the Division 
of Oil, Gas, and Mining, with nearly 15 of those years working strictly in the Oil and 
Gas Program before assuming the role of Division Director.  He has previously been 
responsible for regulation of the upstream oil and gas industry in Utah, and now, as 
the Director of DOGM, he leads the Division’s efforts in the areas of petroleum devel-
opment, coal mining, and mineral mining, along with abandoned mine reclamation.

Mr. Baza is a registered professional engineer in Utah.  He is also a 36 year member of 
the Society of Petroleum Engineers, having held various officers positions including 
section chairman, program chairman and scholarship committee chairman.  He and 
his wife were both raised in the State of Utah, they have four children, and they are 
the proud grandparents of three grandchildren.  In early January 2010, he was ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy on the five-member City Council for the community of West 
Bountiful, Utah where he resides and he served in that capacity for two years.  John 
appreciates the heritage and diversity of historical, cultural, and recreational experi-
ence that he and his family have enjoyed living in the State of Utah
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EXECUTIVE BIOGR APHY:  SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN
C. Michael Ming - Oklahoma Secretary of Energy

C. Michael Ming currently serves as the Oklahoma Secretary of Energy, appointed by 
Governor Mary Fallin in January, 2011.  He formerly served as the President of the 
Research Partnership to Secure Energy for America, RPSEA, and as an independent 
natural gas producer as a Managing Member and principal of K. Stewart Energy 
Group and K. Stewart Petroleum Corp.  

He holds a BS degree with distinction in Petroleum Engineering and an MS degree in 
Engineering Management, both from Stanford University, and is a Registered Profes-
sional Engineer in Oklahoma. Mr. Ming is an emeritus member and past Chairman 
of the Petroleum Investments Committee at Stanford University, is actively involved 
in the University’s earth science and energy programs, and co-sponsored the MAP/
Ming Visiting Professorship on Energy and the Environment.  He also currently 
serves on advisory boards at the University of Texas, Tulsa University, and MAP.  He 
formerly served on the MIT Future of Natural Gas Study, the Oklahoma Clean En-
ergy Independence Commission, as an adjunct professor in Energy Management at 
the University of Oklahoma, and as an oil & gas strategic planning advisor to the 
Department of Energy.
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EXECUTIVE BIOGR APHY:  EXECUTIVE DIREC TOR
Carl Michael Smith, IOGCC Executive Director

From 2002 to 2004 Carl Michael Smith served as assistant secretary of fossil energy for the 
U.S. Department of Energy. Mr. Smith served as the primary policy advisor to Secretary 
Spencer Abraham on federal coal, petroleum, and natural gas programs, including extensive 
research and development efforts. His responsibilities included overseeing an organization 
of nearly 1,000 scientists, engineers, technicians and administrative staff in two national 
laboratories, four field offices and at DOE’s headquarters in Washington, D.C. He was re-
sponsible for several high-priority presidential initiatives, including the implementation of 
the Bush Administration’s $2 billion development of a new generation of environmentally 
sound clean coal technologies and the $1 billion FutureGen project. Duties also included 
managing the nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve and the Northeast Home Heating Oil 
Reserve, both key emergency response tools available to the president to protect Americans 
from energy supply disruptions. 

Mr. Smith’s international experience includes service with the secretary general, Ministry 
of Science and Technology, People’s Republic of China as a co-chair of the US-China Oil 
and Gas Forum and as chairman of the policy group, Carbon Sequestration Leadership 
Forum (CSLF). CSLF is a Bush Administration initiative with a 21 country member-
ship seeking technical solutions to the capture and storage of carbon dioxide from energy 
generating facilities. Additionally, he led U.S. bilateral fossil energy protocols in Australia, 
India, Norway and Russia. 

From 1995 to 2002, Mr. Smith served as Oklahoma’s secretary of energy in the cabinet 
of former Gov. Frank Keating. He was responsible for fossil energy policy and oversight 
of seven major state energy agencies and commissions. He served as the governor’s official 
representative to the IOGCC, the Southern States Energy Board, the Interstate Mining 
Compact Commission and the Governors’ Ethanol Coalition. He served IOGCC as its 
vice chairman in 1999. 

Mr. Smith served as president of the Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association in 
1994 and operated an independent oil and gas exploration company based in Oklahoma 
City. He practiced energy law and earned Bachelor of Arts and law degrees from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma.


