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About the Fire 

Started on May 1, 2016 

590,000 hectares burned 

(approximately size of 

Delaware) 

88,000 people evacuated 

2,400 homes/buildings 

destroyed 

About 40 million barrels of 

product deferred  

Under control on July 4, 2016 
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Before the Fire 
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Companies prioritize sites 

• Likelihood of fire reaching site 

• Importance of site to operations 

• What sites can be accessed safely 

• Assessment of amount of work to 

prepare site 

• Common infrastructure first 

(powerlines, pipelines, etc.) 
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Companies prioritize activities 

• Regulatory approval 

• What priority activities to conduct that 

might reduce additional damage? 

• Construct walls and berms 

• Pump down tanks 
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AER’s role 

Information collection, risk 

assessment, and dissemination  

Coordination of activities as 

appropriate 

AER staff photo 
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Tuesday May 3, 2016, 12:00 p.m. 

AER staff photo 
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Tuesday, May 3, 2016, 1 p.m. 

AER staff photo 
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AER staff photos 



AER 

13 
AER staff photos 
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Stone Creek 

AER staff photos 
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After the Fire  
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Companies prioritize sites 

• Assess damage on a priority basis 

• Access 

• Importance of site to operations 

• Risk to the environment 

• Risk to people 

• Assess which sites need to startup 

first and the amount of work to get it 

operational 
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Companies prioritize activities 

• What resources and equipment is in 

the area that can be utilized? 

• What has to be done now, what can 

be left for later? 
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AER’s role 

• Prioritize sites for start-up 

• Successful and safe restart of 

major oil sands mining operations 

• Inspect all insitu and mining 

operations where fire may have 

impacted operations. 
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Regulatory 

Challenges 

19 

Inactive companies 

Well suspension deadline 

extension request 

• Declared to be affected by fires 

Reclamation certification  

• Application is in, now that the site has 

burnt out, is it still appropriate to 

issue it? 

When to transition from recovery to 

operations 



AER 

Lessons 

Learned 
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Plan for a scenario beyond what is 

plausible 

Need to be in step with event 

Plan for early recovery 

Good working relationship in 

advance of event 
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