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Project Prescribed by HB 1358 

• Project is focused on conducting analysis of crude oil and produced water gathering pipelines. 

– Phase I – Study 

♦ Analyze existing regulations on construction and monitoring of crude oil and produced 

water gathering pipelines. 

♦ Determine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of requiring leak detection and 

monitoring technology on new and existing pipeline systems. 

♦ Provide a report with recommendations to NDIC and EDTC (December 1, 2015). 

– Phase II – Demonstration 

♦ Conduct pilot project to evaluate a pipeline leak detection and monitoring system. 
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Context Is Important! 



Gathering Pipelines – A Complex Web 
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Overview of Produced Fluid Transport 

Study Focus: Pipelines that transport liquids from a wellsite to aggregation points such 

as a crude oil refinery or pipeline terminal or water treatment/disposal sites. 



Context on Gathering Pipelines 

• Petroleum product must get to market: 

 

 

 

 

• Pipelines are considered safer, more 

environmentally friendly, and vastly more 

economical. 

Large 

Truck 

Fleets 

Extensive 

Pipeline 

Networks 



Understanding Spill Statistics 

and Comparisons Against 

Other States 



Superficial Reporting on Pipeline Spills 



Large Spills Skew Perceptions 



Pipeline Spills – A Fraction of All Spills 



Pipeline Spills – A Fraction of All Spills 



Oil Spills Normalized by Production 



Brine Spills Normalized by Production 



Pipeline Spills Compared to Total Spills 
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