
Taking Back the 

Fracking Debate 

September 29, 2015 



• Text 

 

• Threats at the ballot box 
– Longmont ban passed 60% to 

40% in 2012 

– Four bans and/or moratoriums 
on municipal ballots in 2013: 
Boulder, Broomfield, Ft. 
Collins, Lafayette 

– Anticipated statewide campaign 

 

• Vacuum of misinformation 
– 88% knew of fracking 

– Majority did not know or 
understand fracking 

– People got their info 2-1 from 
anti-frackers, and nearly 50-1 
online 

Industry Was Under Attack 
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• Created by Anadarko Petroleum 

Corporation and Noble Energy Inc. 

• Research AND education effort 

designed to promote the safe use of 

fracking while learning how to tailor 

messages to key audiences 

• Pac/West was selected to develop and 

manage the project, and hired a 

diverse team of local and national 

consultants 

• CRED launched on September 5, 

2013 to coincide with the much 

anticipated Denver Bronco’s home 

opener (they won) 

CRED 101 
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Do you approve or disapprove of the drilling and production of oil and natural 

gas in Colorado? 
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Do you support or oppose the use of fracking in the development and production of 

oil and natural gas? 
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Food and Water Watch 
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Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) 
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Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission (COGCC) 
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• CRED implemented a research protocol developed for Obama’s re-election 

campaign to model and score EACH INDIVIDUAL VOTER for likelihood 
to move to support fracking and oppose adverse initiatives 

 

• Using treatment and control groups, CRED implemented a persuasion 
program with UNIQUE MESSAGES to each partisan demographic 

 

• Our biggest movement to support fracking was non-primary Democrats 
with proper messaging – a group largely ignored by the industry to date 

 

• Results from this test allowed us to target each individual persuadable voter 
with unique messages based on their demographic, both digital and mail 
 

Building a Statewide Model 



Statewide Voter Database As Backbone 

CRED Tools 
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Coalition Building 

40,000 & COUNTING! 



• 350 Colorado 

• Don’t Frack Denver 

• Coloradans Against Fracking 

• Conservation Colorado 

• Colorado Community Rights Network 

• Protect Our Colorado 

• Clean Water Fund 

• Other Groups 

– Frack Free CO, Center for Western Priorities, Pratt & 

WC Monitoring by the Community (Erie) 

Increased Colorado Opposition 



2014 Victories 

• Loveland—Defeated ballot measure pushing two-year 

moratorium 52% to 48% 

– First victory under CRED model & strategy 

• Signature collection for 2 proactive measures on the ballot 

– Fiscal transparency 

– Municipalities ban or restrict fracking they would not receive revenues 

from oil and natural gas development 

• Agreement for no measures on the ballot, measures withdrawn 

– 2,000 setback 

– Local Control 

• Governor’s Oil and Gas Task Force 



2015 Victories To Date 

• Erie—Successfully defeated moratorium before Town Council  

• Windsor—Local community rights petition submitted to 

Windsor Clerk and was denied because violated single subject 

law 

• Fort Collins—Helped elect two pro-industry city council 

members and a pro-industry mayor in April 7, 2015 election. 

• Denver—Slowed momentum of opposition by immediately 

responding to media and attacks on the industry. Elected pro-

energy city council to avoid potential attacks 

 

No municipal ballots measures in 2015 



• Continue CRED’s activities statewide 

– Broadcast TV, radio 

– Outreach 

– Door-to-door canvassing 

– Broad coalition building and outreach 

• Conduct statewide research 

– Tracking 

– Potential 2016 ballot measures 

• Fiscal impact statement on the ballot 

• Signature collection proportional by county 

– Opposition monitoring 

• Preparing for whatever comes next 
 

Steps Moving Forward 



Thank You! 

 

 

Mark Truax 

Director of Operations & Coalitions 

 

truax@pacwestcom.com 

720.724.0298 
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