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Shell Chukchi Sea Exploration Plan 
Operational Period requested  

 July 1 to Oct. 31 each year until complete 

Six Lease Blocks 

 Six Well Locations, unchanged from 2012 

 “Burger A” 2012 Top Hole to 1,505 Feet 

Two Floating Drilling Units 

 Noble Discoverer 

 Transocean Polar Pioneer 

Support Vessels 

 Aircraft - 7 

• 4 Helicopter 

• 3 Fixed Wing     

 Marine Vessels - 29 

• 19 Drilling Support  

• 10 Oil Spill Response Support  

BOEM has Air Emissions Jurisdiction 
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Shell 2015 Approved Exploration Plans 
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The ship Noble Discoverer 

is a drill rig classed by Det 

Norske Veritas (DNV) as a 

MODU for worldwide service  

capable of performing drilling 

operations offshore of Alaska  

 

 

The semi-submersible Polar 

Pioneer is a drill rig classed 

by DNV as a MODU for 

worldwide service capable of 

performing drilling operations 

offshore of Alaska  

Noble Discoverer  

Polar Pioneer 

Polar Pioneer 



Late Season Drilling Hiatus: Case Study 2012 

• BOEM limited drilling into 
hydrocarbon zones 30+ 
days prior to ice 
encroachment at Chukchi 
Sea drill site. 

• Each year, BOEM 
estimates ice 
encroachment using 
hindcasting techniques, 
and establishes a “trigger 
date” for the drilling 
hiatus 

• Consistent with adaptive 
management, BOEM may 
refine the “trigger date” 
in light of real time sea 
ice forecasting  

Sea Ice data files interpreted by the National Ice Center (NIC) 

For 2015 drilling into hydrocarbon zones must stop on or before Sept 28 if both rigs are in 

close proximity or Sept. 24 if one rig is in Dutch Harbor. 



Recent Shell Timeline for the Chukchi 
Sea  

2009:  Shell submitted its initial Chukchi Sea Exploration Plan to the former Minerals 
Management Service.  An EA and FONSI were issued. BOEM approved the 2009 EP in 
2010. 

 

2011:  Shell submitted a revised EP (EP Revision 1) which detailed Shell’s plan to drill six 
exploration wells at the Burger Prospect in 2012.  BOEM approved the EP in 2011. 

 

2012: Shell mobilized Noble Discoverer and support vessels to the Chukchi Sea. Burger A was 
drilled to a depth of 1,505 feet and temporarily abandoned according to BSEE 
regulations.  

 

 Shell had significant safety and environmental issues during drilling and 
demobilization, resulting in the DOI 60-Day Review, and the new and revised BOEM 
and BSEE Arctic regulations. 

 

2013:  Shell submitted a revised EP (EP Revision 2) and Integrated Operations Plan (IOP). 
BOEM sent a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) to Shell.  

 

http://www.boem.gov/shell-chukchi/ 

 



Recent Shell Timeline for the Chukchi 
Sea  

2014:  Jan 14 Additional RFAI sent to Shell re: 2013 EP Revision 2 

 Jan 22 Ninth Circuit issues remands Lease Sale 193 

 May 1 Shell responds to RFAI questions, re: 2013 EP Rev. 

 Jun 19 BOEM replies to Shell RFAI responses 

 Aug 28 Shell delivers updated 2014 Draft EP Rev 2 under LS193  
 Remand 

 

2015:  Feb 12 Supplemental FEIS for Chukchi Sea Lease Sale 193 published 

 Mar 31 Record of Decision (ROD) affirms Chukchi Sea Lease Sale 193  

 Mar 31 Shell delivers a Final EP (EP Revision 2) to BOEM 

 Apr 10 BOEM deems submitted the Shell EP Revision 2 

 Apr 20 10 Day public comment period concludes 

 May 1 21 Day Alaska Governor & public comment period concludes 

 May 11 BOEM completes Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No 
 Significant Impact (FONSI); BOEM conditionally approves EP 

 

 

http://www.boem.gov/shell-chukchi/ 

  

 



Federal Land in Alaska 

Federal Land in Alaska- 347,875 Sq Miles, Total size of Texas is 

266,874 sq Miles (PEW Charitable Trusts) 

Protected Federal Land 

in Alaska- 246,000 Sq 

Miles, Total size of 

Texas is 266,874 sq 

Miles 

Federal Wilderness in 

Alaska- 90,000 Sq Miles, 

more than each of the 

total land areas of 40 of 

the 50 states.  

http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedImages/PEG/Publications/Other_Resource/WLI_BLMMap2-Alaska-Large.jpg


Location 

Size of ANWR relative to U.S. states: 

 

•ANWR - 19.5 million acres   

•ANWR area permanently closed – 18.0 million   

•West Virginia  - 15.5   

•Maryland  - 6.6   

•New Hampshire - 5.9  

•New Jersey - 4.9  

•Connecticut - 3.2   

•Area proposed for exploration - 1.5 million  

 

 



Map prepared by DNR Division of Mining Land & Water, October 2014. Clarifying note: Dotted line 
represents no discernable river channel. 



Request for Priority Conveyance of State 
Land Selections at ANWR Boundary 

• Nearly 20,000 ac uplands western boundary of 
ANWR 

• Located between Staines and Canning rivers, 
AK Statehood Act and ANILCA 

• The State contends federal agency mapping 

• Historical and legal research, field inspections 



NPR-A 

• Feb 2015 BLM issued ROD for GMT-1 

• Alpine satellite development 

• First development from NPR-A 

• 500 peak jobs 

• $900 million to develop (gross) 

 

• Est peak monthly 30,000 BOPD (gross) 



BLM Regional Mitigation Strategy 
• The ROD for GMT1 incorporated add’l mitigation 

requirements – including a contribution from 
ConocoPhillips, Alaska, Inc., to offset identified 
impacts, including major impacts to subsistence uses 
that cannot be fully mitigated by avoidance or 
minimization.  

• The fund will be used to develop a landscape-level 
RMS and to finance mitigation projects identified in 
that strategy - - a “roadmap” for future NPR-A 
development 

• Order 3330 (Oct 2013) Improving Mitigation 
Practices and Policies  
 


