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Compensatory Wetlands Overview 

• The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is responsible 
for administering Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

 

• U.S. EPA develops regulations1 – USACE must comply with 
them and EPA  can veto permit decisions.  

 

• Aquatic Site Assessments (ASA) are used by the USACE to 
determine the appropriate category of wetland impacts for 
purposes of assigning a mitigation ratio that can be 
translated into an in-lieu mitigation fee. 

   

• Regulatory guidance and cost 
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Compensatory Mitigation  

Mitigation Preference:                 

1. Restoration  

2. Enhancement 

3. Creation 

4. Preservation 

 

Three options, preference: 

 1. Mitigation bank credits 

 2. In-lieu fee (ILF) program credits 

 3. Permittee-responsible mitigation, watershed approach 
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Compensatory Wetlands Overview  

• Current federal “no net loss” policy - - Alaska’s wetlands are 
ubiquitous and were not rapidly declining as was the case 
with wetlands in the Lower 48 states.  

 

• In 1994, federal regulators proposed the “Alaska Initiative” 
describing the unique nature of Alaska’s wetlands 

 

• Report  concluded a flexible regulatory framework was 
necessary, emphasizing the “practicability” and “flexibility” 
of the regulatory program to reflect circumstances in 
Alaska2 - - this initiative is not currently in effect.   
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Compensatory Wetlands Overview  

• Alaska’s wetlands cover 
approximately 174 million 
acres, 43% of Alaska’s 
surface area.  

• There are limited available 
lands eligible for wetlands 
compensatory mitigation, 
due to the pristine nature of 
wetlands and small 
inventory of previously 
disturbed wetlands in 
Alaska. 
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Compensatory Wetlands Overview  

• The Conservation Fund (TCF) is currently the sole provider 
of a federally approved in-lieu fee compensatory mitigation 
program for projects on the Arctic Slope of Alaska.  

 
• TCF recently published a new in-lieu fee program 

instrument where the cost per acre for any gravel fill 
depending on wetland type and function could be as high as 
$44,000 per acre3. 
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DNR’s Current Efforts 

Cooperative opportunities with the EPA and the Army Corps: 

 

o Identify state-wide programmatic permits that Alaska may 
issue and/or administer  

o Identify Alaska-specific wetlands compensatory mitigation 
options 

o Capacity building in state agencies through training and 
personnel exchanges with the Corps 

o SIRT, IRT and NEPA 
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Statewide Compensatory Mitigation Challenges 

• Land Ownership – federal agencies and state have 
already set aside much of Alaska; lack of private land 

• Ubiquitous, unique hydrology and landscapes – 
permafrost, glaciated areas, black spruce bogs, 
undeveloped soils. 

• Short seasons to map, mitigate and monitor 

• Large service areas in rural Alaska.  Available credits 
may not be near impacted acreage. 

• Few current ILFs and mitigation banks 

• Lack of data, Logistics, logistics, logistics! 
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DNR MAPPING  
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QUESTIONS? 
CONTACT US 

 
Sara W. Longan, PhD 

Department of  Natural Resources 

Office of  Project Management and 

Permitting 

 

555 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1420 

Anchorage, AK 99501-3577 

907.269.8732 

sara.longan@alaska.gov 
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