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Organizational History 



  

Function Responsibility 

Pre-lease Environmental Review 

BOEM 
Geophysical Data Permit 

Leasing 

Exploration Plan/Environmental Review 

Oil Spill Response Plan 

BSEE Permit to Drill/Environmental Compliance 

Deepwater Operations Plan 

Development Plan/ Environmental Review BOEM 

Permit to Drill/Environmental Compliance 

BSEE 

Platform Approval (shallow water-

fixed)/Platform Verification (deepwater-

floating) 

Pipeline Installation Permit 

Production Safety System Permit 

Production Measurement/Verification 

Conservation of Resources 

Platform Removal Permit 

Leasing 

Exploration 

Development 

Production 

Decommissioning 

Phase 

Key Functions 



  

Headquarters in Washington, DC and  

Herndon, VA 

Regional and District Offices:  

Regional: New Orleans, La.; Camarillo, Calif.; and 

Anchorage, Alaska 

District Offices: 

Review Applications for Permit to Drill  

Conduct inspections of drilling rigs and production platforms 

Enforce compliance  

 

About BSEE 



  

Office of Offshore Regulatory Programs (ORP) 

Develops regulations and reviews standards  

Oil Spill Response Division (OSRD) 

Develops standards and guidelines for offshore 

operators’ Oil Spill Response Plans, manages Ohmsett 

Environmental Enforcement Division (EED) 

Provides regulatory oversight focused on compliance 

with all applicable environmental regulations 

 

 

BSEE Divisions 



  
Mission 

To promote safety, protect the 

environment, and conserve resources 

offshore through vigorous regulatory 

oversight and enforcement 

 



  
Key Principles 

Clarity 

Consistency 

Predictability 

Accountability 

Transparency 

 

 



  
2012-2015 Strategic Goals 

Strategic Goal 1 
Regulate, enforce, and respond 

 

Strategic Goal 2 
Build and sustain the organizational, technical, and 

intellectual capacity within and across BSEE’s key 

functions  

 

 

 



  
Risk Management 

Identify and quantify risks  

 

Expand data collection and analysis 

 

Share responsibility with industry 

 

Measure performance and outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Permitting 

Provide a stable, consistent, and transparent 

regulatory environment  

Review process 
Safety 

Environmental responsibility 

Emergency preparedness 

Offshore resource development 

Permit application review 
Clear communication 

Consistency in evaluation 

Comprehensive risk mitigation 

 



  

Annual scheduled inspections and 

periodic unscheduled (unannounced) 

inspections 
Rigs - at least once a month 

Platforms - annual and unannounced 

 

Inspections 



  

Maximum efficient 

production rate 

Gas cap production 

Well potential tests 

Semi annual well 

tests 

Drilling within 500’ 

of the lease line 

Unitization 

Flaring and venting 

Enhanced recovery 

Suspensions 

Commingling 

Royalty relief 

Conservation of Resources 



  
Bolstering the Workforce 

Leverage existing expertise and 

experience with continued training 

Provide opportunities for advancement 

Recognize excellence 

Embrace diversity 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Bolstering Technology 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transparent information and 

knowledge management tools 

Collaboration 

Risk and trend analysis 

Enhanced data management 

 



  Pacific Region OCS 



  
Pacific Region OCS 



  
Regional Safety Focus 

Require extensive safety training  

Daily morning “tailgate” safety 

meetings 

Helicopter safety  

briefings 

Platform orientations 

Annual inspections on all platforms 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Website:  

www.bsee.gov 
 

http://www.bsee.gov/

