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Background 

• 1995 DOGGR/BLM MOU last updated in 2012 

• How to work as “one government” when 
regulating federal oil and gas resources 

• Focus: 
– Information sharing 

– Inspection and enforcement coordination 

– Efficient development of the resource 

– Human health and safety 

– Environmental Protection 



The Current MOU 

• The current MOU has nine goals that require 
further work to fully implement them 

• The nine goals are accomplished through 
collaboration and coordination 

• The operational activity is focused on the 
areas administered by the DOGGR and BLM 
offices in Bakersfield, California 



Positive Outcomes of Goal 1 

• Goal 1 focuses on coordinating the inspection 
of leases and wells to avoid redundant 
inspections 

 

By minimizing or eliminating duplicate inspections the 
DOGGR and the BLM may increase the total number of 
inspections by up to an additional 3000 per year 



Positive Outcomes of Goal 2 

• Goal 2 is all about hosting employees, 
providing opportunities to learn in the field 
and in the office about each others’ 
requirements and processes 

 

There is an on-going effort to exchange engineering and 
inspection expertise, amounting to about 300 hours of 
shared inspection experience and 120 hours of shared 
engineering and permitting experience annually 

 



Positive Outcomes of Goal 3 

• Goal 3 is in regard to the BLM approving 
variances and then notifying the DOGGR of 
the variance 

 

Approval of proper methods under the variance results in 
a safer injection well and reduces the complexity and cost 
of converting the production well to an injection well 

 

 



Goal 4 – electronic permitting 

• Electronic seamless permitting is a longer 
term goal 

 

 

When the DOGGR’s system is ready, the BLM and the 
DOGGR will enable protocols to allow the information 
flow necessary to accomplish electronic permitting 



Positive Outcomes of Goal 5 

• Goal 5 is a commitment to generally work 
towards improvement of oil and gas oversight 
outcomes by jointly participating in meetings 
and other methods of communication 

 

– The agencies coordinate participation in quarterly 
Oil and Gas Work Group meetings 

– The agencies jointly sponsor a biannual Oil and 
Gas Conference in Bakersfield, CA 



Positive Outcomes of Goal 8 

• Goal 8 is intended to establish measures with 
which to quantify progress in achieving overall 
better government for the public and the 
industry 

 

For example, through coordination of annual inspections, 
the DOGGR and the BLM may increase the total number 
of inspections by up to an additional 3000 per year 



Goals 6, 7 and 9 

• Goals 6, 7 and 9 are a work in progress 

 

– Goal 6 has to do with idle well monitoring 

– Goal 7 has to do with best management practices 

– Goal 9 has to do with coordinating timing 
between the requirements of the NEPA and those 
of the CEQA 



Summary 

• The focus continues to be restoring the public 
trust in our collective ability to properly 
oversee the development of oil and gas in CA 

• Language that implements the MOU Goals is 
incorporated into the MOU 

• The agencies continue to work closely as they 
respond to public concern and attention to 
high-profile issues related to the oil and gas 
industry 

 


