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Thank you, Governor Bentley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roll Tide, Roll Tide! 
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Topics: Moving Forward 

BC Fracture Fluid Disclosure 

• Timeline 

• Regulations 

Jurisdictional Comparison 

• Canada 

• US 

Fracfocus.ca 

• Relationship with Fracfocus.org 

Next Steps 

• Fracfocus 2.0 

• Forging partnerships 
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Oil and Gas 
Activities Act 

Pipeline and 
Liquefied Natural 

Gas Facility 
Regulation 

Consultation and 
Notification 
Regulation 

Drilling and 
Production 
Regulation 

Environmental 
Protection and 
Management 

Regulation 

Other Regulations: 
 
•Geophysical Exploration Regulations 
•Administrative Penalties Regulation 
•Fee, Levy and Security Regulation 
•Oil and Gas Activities General Regulation 
•Prescribed Roads Regulation 

BC Fracture Fluid Disclosure: Timeline 

October 4, 2010  
Initial seed planted with the 

implementation of the  

Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) 

• Drilling and Production Regulation (DPR): Section 37 
• “A well permit holder must maintain detailed records of 

the composition of all fracturing fluids that are used in a 

well for which the well permit holder is responsible” 

October 4, 2010 



Fort Nelson 

Victoria 

 

Media Release:  

INCREASED TRANSPARENCY FOR NATURAL GAS SECTOR 

FORT NELSON, Sept 9, 2011 – Premier Christy Clark announced a plan 

which will increase the transparency around hydraulic fracturing 

practices used in the industry.  

 

Starting in Jan. 2012, an online registry – accessible to everyone – will 

allow visitors to search for the locations of where hydraulic fracturing 

activities are taking place, and for detailed information about the 

practices and additives used during these activities. 

 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFhS8dJuQnw&feature=player_embedded0 

September 9, 2011 
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Amendments to DPR: 
• 37 (1) A well permit holder must maintain detailed records of the composition of all fracturing 

fluids that are used in a well for which the well permit holder is responsible, including, but not 

limited to 

(a) the well authorization number, 

(b) the fracture date, 

(c) an identification of the fluid ingredients and a description of the purpose of each, 

(d) an identification of the ingredient concentration in the additive and in the hydraulic 

fracturing fluid, 

(e) the chemical abstract service number of each ingredient, 

(f) an identification of the total volume of water injected with the ingredients, and 

(g) the trade name and supplier of each ingredient. 

• 37 (2) A well permit holder must submit to the commission the records referred to in subsection 

(1) within 30 days after the completion of the well. 

Amendments to General Regulation: 
• 17.1 (1) The following records or reports are not subject to section 15 of this regulation:  

(a) records or reports submitted to the commission under section 37 of the Drilling and 

Production Regulation  
(b) (2) The commission must publish the records and reports referred to in subsection (1) (a) as 

soon as practicable after receiving those records and reports. 

BC Fracture Fluid Disclosure: Timeline 
January 1, 2012 
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BC Disclosure: Sec 37 DPR and Sec. 17.1 General Regulation 
• General well info and data plus ingredient suppliers, purpose, concentrations and Chemical 

Abstract Services Number (CAS #) 

• Electronic submission of data 

• Must be made public by the Commission 

 

AB Disclosure: Directive 059 – April 2012 
• General well info and data plus carrier fluid sourcing, additive name, supplier and purpose and 

fracturing monitoring being undertaken (e.g. Microseismic) 

 

PQ Disclosure: Environmental Quality Act (EQA) – June 2011 
• EQA Sec 22: Certificate of Authorization required prior to any work to be performed 

• Regulation under the EQA give specifics: General well info and data plus volume of fluids and 

the detailed composition and characteristics of the additives used for fracturing and a water 

management plan 

BC Fracture Fluid Disclosure: Canadian Comparison 



Horn River Basin well pad 

 

9 BC Fracture Fluid Disclosure: US Comparison 

Jurisdiction Disclosure Effective Date 

British Columbia YES January 1, 2012 

Arkansas YES January 15, 2011 

Colorado YES April 1, 2012 

Louisiana YES, MSDS only October 20, 2011 

Montana YES August 26, 2011 

New Mexico YES, MSDS only February 15, 2012 

North Dakota YES April 1, 2012 

Pennsylvania YES, MSDS only February 5, 2011 

Texas YES February 1, 2012 

Wyoming YES, Pre/Post-Op October 17, 2010 
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Next Steps 

Water Sourcing 

• ERCB Directive 059 

• CAPP Guiding Principle #5 for Hydraulic Fracturing 

Mapping Based Search Criteria 

• Interactive map showing Hydraulic Fracturing Events 

Six Month Review 

• Technical team: OGC, CAPP and  PSAC 

• Pre-lim meeting May 2nd, Technical meeting May 29th  

Continuous Industry Training 

• First Regulator in Canada – Must work with Permit Holders 

On-Going Assessment 

• Open Dialogue with ERCB, Fracfocus.org, etc... 
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Next Steps 

Water Sourcing 

• ERCB Directive 059 
Carrier fluid: Type 

Water – (surface water, nonsaline groundwater, 

saline groundwater, recycled fracturing water, 

nonoilfield waste water, drinking water, and other 

oilfield water such as produced water or waste 

water)  

• CAPP Guiding Principle #5 for Hydraulic Fracturing 

We will measure and disclose our water use with 

the goal of continuing to reduce our effect on the 

environment. 
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Water Sources 

•Unconfined or confined aquifers 
•Variable water quality, but often fresh 

 

Surface 
Water 

 

Deep 
Groundwater 

(>800m) 

Shallow 
Groundwater  

(0-200m) 

•Freshwater 
•Lakes, streams, rivers 
•Dugouts 

Flowback Fluid 
Other 

•Disconnected from surface water 
•Often saline 
•Can require treatment 

•Saline 
•Variable quality 
•Can require treatment 

65% 
 
 
 
10% 
 
 
 
10% 
 
 
 
15%   

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↑ 
 
 
 
↑
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Next Steps 

Mapping Based Search Criteria 
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Next Steps 

Mapping Based Search Criteria 
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Next Steps 

Six Month Review 

• Technical team: 

• OGC, CAPP and  PSAC 

• Purpose: 

• Continuously improve public disclosure 

• Review and move to implement best methods 

• Learn: 

• Multi-jurisdictional operators 

• Direct feedback from the Operational Level 
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Next Steps 

Continuous Industry Training 

• Update user manual regularly 

• Individual and group training, as required 

 

On-Going Assessment 

• Talk to all jurisdictions 

• Sharing information 

• Co-ordination of approach 

• Expand Fracture Fluid Disclosure and Fracfocus.ca 

• National Registry – NA Standard 

 

 



Stu Venables 
Sr. Petroleum Geologist 
BC Oil and Gas Commission 
Stuart.Venables@bcogc.ca 
250-419-4472 

Questions? 


