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April 25, 2007

The Honorable Jim Costa
Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy

and Mineral Resources
Committee on Natural Resources
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva

Chairman

Subcommittee on National Parks,
Forests and Public Lands

Committee on Natural Resources

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Gentlemen,

The Honorable Steve Pearce
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Energy

and Mineral Resources
Committee on Natural Resources
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rob Bishop

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on National Parks,
Forests and Public Lands

Committee on Natural Resources

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

I am writing this letter in my capacity as Chairman of the Interstate Oil and
Gas Compact Commission (IOGCC). The IOGCC represents the Governors
of 30 member and 7 associate states. The member states of the IOGCC
produce more than 99% of the oil and natural gas produced onshore in the
United States. Formed in 1935, the IOGCC is the nation’s leading advocate
for conservation and wise development of domestic petroleum resources. The
mission of the IOGCC is two-fold: to conserve our nation’s oil and gas
resources and to protect human health and the environment.

My letter today is to put to rest any notion that some may have that oil and
natural gas production is not important to the states which produce it. On the
contrary in most of the 30 member states of the IOGCC it is a critical
component of the state’s economy. Iknow it is in the State of North Dakota.
It provides jobs to a great many people and revenues that in North Dakota,
and most producing states, directly benefit public education. Regulated by the
states, the oil and natural gas industry has proven over a great many decades
that it is a safe and desirable component of our economies.

While not every state has federal public lands containing oil and natural gas
resources, many of our member states do, particularly in the West. These
lands contain some of the most important oil and natural gas resources in our
country. Not only does development of these fields benefit the host states’
economy, we must always bear in mind that every barrel of oil not produced
domestically must be imported. Not every parcel of federal land is suitable
for exploitation but some would have us believe that we should severely



curtail production on all federal land. For a country as dependent upon
foreign sources of production as we are in the United States, we can ill afford
such a strategy. No, we must continue to responsibly develop this nation’s oil
and natural gas resources, on federal, state and private lands alike.

I thank the subcommittees for the opportunity to share the views of oil and
natural gas producing states on the importance of oil and natural gas
production to our states.

Sincerely,

John Hoeven

Governor of North Dakota

Chairman

Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission



