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IOGCC Chairman Gov. John Hoeven repeated the themes of the 2006 Annual Meeting – manpower shortages, increased 
domestic oil and gas research and follow-up on the oil price differentials issue – at a meeting with IOGCC officers.  

Gov. Hoeven hosted the January get together in Bismarck, where the officers discussed goals for 2007 and the chairman reiter-
ated his priorities.

The governor found time to kid Vice Chairman Victor Carrillo of Austin, who was making his first trip to North Dakota.  
After the long walk from the hotel to the North Dakota Capitol, the Texan pronounced the state “very cold.” North Dakota’s 
Associate Official Representative Robert Harms also attended the meeting, along with members of the governor’s staff.  

Executive Director Christine Hansen reviewed progress on Gov. Hoeven’s priorities.  The “Petro Pros” publication has been 
updated and is being reprinted.  Associate Executive Director Gerry Baker has led the oil price differentials task force to a fin-
ished product, which is undergoing its final editorial changes.  And the IOGCC has updated and republished the document on 
research entitled “Who Will Fund America’s Energy Future?”

As an early follow-up to the work of the oil price differentials task force, Gov. Hoeven asked the IOGCC to arrange a meeting 
of all interested parties in the late spring.  He said such a conference would be aimed at identifying solutions to the problems 
that have created the price differential and fostering stronger communications among the various parties.

Gov. Hoeven agreed with the recommendation of Carrillo to establish a task force to consider the value of a new standing 
committee on international issues and will write to other governors seeking nominees to the task force, which will make a 
recommendation to the Annual Meeting.  He noted the importance of the IOGCC’s relationship with Canada and the value of 
building similar relationships with other natural gas and oil producing countries, particularly to share information on advances 
in environmental protection.

The governor said he would ask for meetings with several administration leaders when he is in Washington D.C. later this 
month.  He will request a meeting with the Department of Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman to discuss domestic natural gas 
and oil research; a meeting with Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Steve Johnson to discuss further strengthen-
ing the working relationship between the states and EPA; and a meeting with Department of Labor Secretary Elaine Chao to 
discuss manpower issues as they impact domestic production. 

IOGCC officers discuss 2007 priorities

http://www.iogcc.state.ok.us/Meetings/Annual_Meeting/Austin-2006/transcripts/HoevenTranscript.pdf
http://www.iogcc.state.ok.us/PDFS/2007-Blue-Ribbon-Task-Force-Update.pdf
http://www.iogcc.state.ok.us/PDFS/2006-Who-Will-Fund.pdf

